-96   LADY BEACONSFIELD AND HER TIMES

Bill (1832), the emancipation of slaves, the settlement of the East
India Company, and the rise of the middle class, among others.
There succeeded him the youthful Queen Victoria at the age
of eighteen, whose association with Disraeli in years to come was
to be distinguished by such a gracious intimacy and warmth of
friendship. At the moment of her succession his excitement
became intense, because a new parliament must be elected and
his place in it seemed assured.

Actually he received invitations to stand for Ashburton,
Derby, Chicester, Dartmouth, Marylebone, and Taunton.
Fate, howeve^ stepped in, and who shall say that Fate did not
take on the appearance of Mary Anne?

He was in close touch with the young Queen's accession.
He went to Kensington Palace when peers, Privy Councillors,
and so forth did homage to Victoria. Lyndhurst witnessed the
scene with emotion. They kissed the young Queen's hand,
which they agreed was remarkably sweet and soft. After all, why
not, for she was only eighteen ? And then began a political dog-
fight, since the death of the King necessitated a new parliament.
There were all sorts of brouhaha and tra-la-la^ but eventually
Disraeli could inform Sarah, still in the peace of Bradenham,
that, for all Ashburton, Derby, Chicester, Dartmouth, etc., his
prospects seemed bright, because he started for the borough
of Maidstone with Wyndham Lewis*

Therein at last Mary Anne was justified of her opinion,
Lyndhurst may have been Lyndhurst, and Chandos Chandos,
but undoubtedly Disraeli owed his choice for the second Tory
seat at Maidstone to Mary Anne, The Conservatives of Maid-
stone meant first to run only Wyndham Lewis, but realising
later their strength they sent to the Carlton Club for another
candidate. That candidate was Disraeli, and if Mary Antic did
not engineer his choice, then the earth is flat, and raspberries
grow on gooseberry bushes.

At Maidstone he repeated his political creed which has been
set out earlier, namely king, church, and Parliament. He
also threw his handkerchief to the farmer, a wise inspiration,
since agriculture was, and still is, the greatest industry in the
country*

"Resident," said he in his address to the Maidstone
electors, "in an agricultural county, and deeply interested in
the krid, I will on all occasions watch with vigilant solicitude
.over the fortunes of the British farmer, because I sincerely